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Preface 



In the Name of Allah, the Most 
Beneficent, the Most Merciful. 


Indeed, all praise is due to Allah. We praise Him, we 
seek His Aid, and we seek forgiveness of Him. And we 
seek refuge in Allah from the evil of our selves and 
from the evil of our deeds. Whomsoever Allah guides, 
there is none that can misguide him, and whomsoever 
Allah misguides, there is none that can guide him. 

And I bear witness that there is no deity worthy of 
worship except for Allah - alone and without partners. 
And I bear witness that Muhammad is His Slave and 
His Messenger. 


& 4 St; & $ \£\ \p: 'S 
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"O you who believe, fear Allah as He should be feared 
and do not die except while you are Muslims in 
submission to Allah. " 


[Al 'Imran (3):102] 
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"O mankind, fear your Lord who created you from a 
single soul. And from it He created its mate and 
dispersed from them both many men and women. And 
fear Allah through whom [i.e. in His Name] you ask 
one another [i.e. request favors and demand rights] 
and the wombs [i.e. fear Allah in regards to the 
relations of kinship]. Indeed, Allah is Ever-Watchful 
over you." 

[an-Nisd' (4):1] 


.A y o > > x o > » y / / s , v 
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"O you who believe, fear Allah and speak the truth, 

He will amend for you your deeds and forgive you 
your sins. And whoever obeys Allah and His 
Messenger has certainly attained a great success. " 

[al-Ahzab (33):70-71] 

As to what follows: 

Indeed, the most truthful of speech is the Book of 
Allah, and the best of guidance is the guidance of 
Muhammad, and the worst of affairs are the newly 
created matters. And every newly created matter is an 
innovation. And every innovation is misguidance. 

This is a series of biographies of some the scholars and 
Muhaddithin of this Ummah which Allah has granted 
glory and honor until the Hour. We will focus on 
certain aspects of the lives of these scholars such as 
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their attributes, their manners, their knowledge, their 
worship, and their religion, and how great is our need 
in this era to know about these matters! There can be 
no return to the glory and honor that this Ummah 
possessed except by assuming the noble attributes that 
the first generations possessed. 

The biographies of these scholars have been unknown 
to many of the Muslims for quite some time, and so 
the torch to guide those in confusion was 
extinguished. It has been waiting for the one who 
will set it alight again to illuminate the path. People 
have grown tired of hearing empty talk; everyone 
wants to see this religion become a practical reality just 
as it was in the lives of these scholars and in the lives 
of the Muslims who followed them. The religion was 
well-established in their time and it filled their hearts 
and minds, and it was part of their very flesh and 
blood. One senses that their every breath, every 
movement was for Allah's sake. If they spoke, it was 
for Allah's sake that they spoke, and when they 
remained silent, that too was for Allah's sake. 

They illuminated the world with their piety, their 
knowledge, their worship, and their righteous deeds. 
If you look towards their character and their morals, 
you would say, "Such was the character and morals of 
the Prophets.'' If you were to look at their dealings 
with people, you would see a living translation of 
Allah's Book, and a practical application of the Sunnah 
of Allah's Messenger ($|§). The very mention of these 
scholars' names soften the hearts, and it rejuvenates 
decrepit limbs in order to rush towards Allah. 
Whenever one of the characteristics of the righteous 
would be mentioned in the presence of Makhlad ibn 
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al-Husayn, I I1] he would say: 


"Do not think of mentioning us along with them for 
the healthy person who walks is not like the infirm one 
who must sit 


It is from Allah's Blessing and Grace that Dar-us-Salam 
in Riyadh has resolved to publicize the biographies of 
these scholars and circulate them for all of the Muslims 
throughout the world. This way, the Muslims may 
have full knowledge concerning them, and the Muslim 
youth may take them as role models, in order to make 
the Ummah’s present with its past. 

The noble brothers responsible for this publishing 
house requested that I write some books to familiarize 
the Muslims with their scholars, so I performed 
Istikharah to Allah, and I resolved to take up this 
project — and from Allah is all help sought. 

It had been my intention that the series be a 
comprehensive reference concerning the biography of 
these scholars and their narrations of Hadiths, with 
mention of all the references, however the brothers 
responsible for the publishing house desired that each 
book be basic in order to benefit the common Muslims, 
especially the youth, so I have attempted to be concise 
— and from Allah is all help sought. 

I would like to note that I strove to keep the book to a 

suitable length, neither neglecting important points 
nor going into excessive detail. I avoided making the 


[1] At-Taqrib (no. 6530). 

[21 Abu Nu'aym, al-Hilyah (8/266). 
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book extremely lengthy or writing lengthy footnotes 
so as to make it easy for the reader. I mentioned those 
stories which have been relied upon by the scholars, 
without rigorously applying the principles used in 
narration of Hadiths. Whatever the trustworthy 
scholars like adh-Dhahabi mention, I have 
mentioned, and whatever seemed questionable or 
was rejected the precise scholars, I have avoided. 
And from Allah is all help sought. I ask Allah to make 
this book beneficial and to guide the Muslim youth to 
every good and success. Amin. 

Written By 

Salahud-Din '. Alt Abdul-Mawjud 
salahmerasalahmera.com 

❖ ❖ ❖ 


His Life and His Family 


All praise is due to Allah who made love a way to 
reach the Beloved and who made obedience and 
submission to Him a proof of the truthfulness of one's 
love. Through that love. He moves the souls to reach 
all manners of perfection. So glorified is He who, in 
His Power, turns the hearts to love of Him when He 
wishes as He wishes. So He gave every lover a share in 
his beloved, whether his beloved be worthy of love or 
unworthy, and He made every being blessed or cursed 
dependent upon his love, and He divided them into 
the lovers of ar-Rahman and the lovers of Awthan 
(idols), Nirdn (fires), Sulbart (crosses), or an-Niswdn 
(women). He greatly favored those who love Him, His 
Book, His Messenger, over all the lovers of other 
things. It is through love that the Heavens, the Earth 
and all in them were brought into existence. In fact, it 
is for the purpose of love that they were all brought 
into existence. 

I bear witness that Muhammad is His Slave and His 
Messenger, the Best of His Creation, His Trustee over 
His Revelation, His Emissary between Him and His 
slaves, the nearest of the creation to Him, the greatest 
of them in rank with Him, the most beloved of them to 
Him, and the most honored of them in His sight. He 
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sent him as a caller to faith, a caller to Paradise, a 
guide to the Straight Path, a striver for His Pleasure, a 
commander of every good, and a prohibiter of every 
evil. He raised for him his mention, He expanded for 
him his chest. He relieved him of his burden. He 
placed humiliation on those who oppose his 
command. He swore by his life in the Qur'an, and 
He joined his name with His Own, so never is Allah 
mentioned except that he is mentioned with him in the 
sermons, the testimonies of faith, and the calls to 
prayer. No sermon, no testimony of faith, no call to 
prayer is valid until one bears testimony with absolute 
certainty that he is Allah's Messenger and slave. 

He had upon him a seal of prophethood 

From Allah, blessed, apparent, and bearing 
witness (Yashhadu). 

The True God joined the Prophet's name to His 
Own Name, 

Whenever the Crier at the five prayers says "I 
bear witness" (Ashhadu). 

He derived for him a name from His Own Name 
to Honor Him 

For the Owner of the Throne is Mahmud (Praised) 
and this is Muhammad (m). 

He sent him after a pause in the sending of Messengers 
so to guide through him to the most upright of paths. 
He obligated on the slaves that they love him, obey 
him, honor him, and keep his rights. He shut all ways 
to Paradise except so it shall not be opened except to 
those who take his path. There is no hope for attaining 
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salvation and grand reward from awful punishment 
except for those who followed him. None truly 
believes until he loves him more than himself, his 
children, his parents, and all mankind. So may Allah 
send Salah upon him, and upon his Pure Family and 
Righteous Companions, and may He grant them 
peace. 

To proceed: 

This is the biography of Imam ash-Shawkani, the 
'Alldmah of Yemen, the great Usiili, Faqih, and 
Mufassir, may Allah have mercy on him. 

His Name and Lineage 

Ash-Shawkani stated in his biography of himself that 
he is: "Muhammad ibn 'All ibn Muhammad ibn 
'Abdillah ash-Shawkani, then as-San'am."^ 

In his biography of his father he states: "He is 
Muhammad ibn 'All ibn Muhammad ibn 'Abdillah 
ibn al-Hasan ibn Muhammad ibn Salah ibn Ibrahim 
ibn Muhammad al-'Afif ibn Muhammad ibn Rizq. His 
lineage goes back to Khayshanah ibn Zabbad ibn 
Qasim ibn Marhabah al-Akbar ibn Malik ibn Rabi'ah 
ibn ad-Di'am who used to be mentioned by al-Hadi, 
peace be upon him, in his sermons, because he was 
one of his supporters. From those who has a role in his 
departing ar-Rass for Yemen was ibn Ibrahim ibn 
'Abdillah ibn Radi ibn Malik 

He is called ash-Shawkani as an attribution to Hijrah 


t'l Imam ash-Shawkam, Al-Badr at-Tali' Bi Mahasin Man Ba'd al- 
Qarn as-Sabi', (2/214). 
t2] Al-Badr at-Tali’ (1/478). 
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Shawkan, one of the towns of as-Sahamiyah, one of 
the tribes of Khawlan. It is a day's journey from San' a', 
and it is one of the various places that are called 
Shawkan. ^ He is called as-San'ani as an attribution 
to the city of San' a'. His father had moved there and 
took up residence there, but he went back to his 
ancient home, Hijrah Shawkan, in the days of autumn 
and his son. Imam ash-Shawkani was born there and 
he grew up in San'a'. 1 [2] 3 

There are four places in Yemen all called Shawkan. 
The attribution of his father. Imam 'All ibn 
Muhammad ash-Shawkani, to Shawkan is figurative, 
because his homeland and that of his forefathers and 
relatives is actually a place called 'Adam Shawkan, 
between it and them is a large mountain called al- 
Hijrah, and some call it Hijrah Shawkan. It is as a 
result of this that his family is attributed to Shawkan. 
This area was populated by people of virtue and piety 
for ages, there would always be a scholar from 
amongst them in every era. However, sometimes it 
would be in one family and at other times in another. 
They had a high status with the earlier Imams, and 
amongst them were major leaders who supported the 
Imams, particularly in the wars against the Turks in 
which they played a tremendous role. Amongst them 
were virtuous scholars who were known in the rest of 
the Khawlan! lands as the Qudah (Judges). They used 
to disperse amongst the different tribes and urge the 
people to take part in the war against the Turks. ^ 


[1] Al-Badr at-Tdli' (1/480). 

121 Al-Badr at-Tdli’ (2/ 215). 

[3] Al-Badr at-Tdli’ (1/481). 
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His Birth 

According to what his father had written, he was bom 
in the middle of the day on Monday, the 28 th of Dhu 
al-Qi'dah in the year 1173 H. 

He was born in Hijrah Shawkan after his father had 
shifted to San' a', but he came out to his ancient home 
in the days of autumn, so his son was born there. He 
then grew up in San'a'.^ 

Al-Qadi al-'Allamah 'Abdur-Rahman ibn Ahmad al- 
Bahkall states in his book, Nafh al-'Ud FT Ayyam ash- 
Sharif Hamud, "Our Shaykh, ash-Shawkani, was bom 
on Monday the 28 th of the sacred month of Dhu al- 
Qi'dah in the 1173 H, as he himself informed me, in his 
town, Hijrah Shawkan." 

Thus there can be no dispute concerning his birthdate. 

His Father 

Ash-Shawkani was raised in a family known for piety 
and knowledge, for his father was: 'All ibn 
Muhammad ash-Shawkani. 

His son. Imam ash-Shawkani, mentioned the 
following in biography of him: 

My father, may Allah have mercy on him, was bom in 
the year 1130 H at that Hijrah — that is: Hijrah 
Shawkan— and he grew up there. He memorized 
Qur'an and then traveled to San' a' to seek knowledge. 
He read to a number of its scholars, amongst them: As- 
Sayyid al-'Allamah Muhammad ibn 'Abdir-Rahman 


|l] Al-Badr at-Tdli’ (2/214). 
[2] Abjad al-’Ulum (3/201). 
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al-KabsI, as-Sayyid al-'Allamah 'All ibn Hasan al- 
Kabsl, as-Sayyid al-'Allamah al-Hasan ibn 
Muhammad al-Akhfash, al-Qadl al-'Allamah Mihsan 
ibn Ahmad al-'Abid, and many others. 

He excelled in the sciences of Fiqh and Far a' id 
(inheritance). He studied in great detail: Al-Azhar, its 
Sharh by ibn Miftah and its Hawashi, Bay an ibn 
Muzaffar, al-Bahr az-Zakhkhar, Mukhtasar al-Fara'id by 
al-'Asfiri, its Shark by an-Naziri, Shark al-Khalidin, and 
'Ilm ad-Darb Wa al-Musahah. 

In Hadith, he read Ash-Shifa' by al-Amlr Husayn and 
Ash-Shama'il of at-Tirmidhl. 

In Tafsfr, he read ath-Thamarat by al-Faqlh Yusuf and 
Sharh al-Aydt by an-Najari. 

In Nahw (Grammar), he read al-Mulhah along with 
some of its commentaries and al-Hdjibiyyah along with 
its commentary by as-Sayyid al-Mufti. 

In Usui, he read al-Kafil by ibn Bahran and its 
commentary by ibn Luqman. 

He heard many other books as well which I do not 
recall at present. He continuously sought knowledge, 
being away from his family and home for many days. 
He taught and issued verdicts in San' a' in the last days 
of his seeking knowledge. 

Imam al-Mahdi al-' Abbas ibn al-Husayn appointed 
him as Qadi for the KhawlanI regions of San' a'. He 
then resigned from that position so he appointed him 
Qadi in San' a', and so he settled there along with his 
family. He did not leave off seeking knowledge in his 
days as a Qadi, nor teaching students. He would have 
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sessions for reading in Fiqh in Masjid Salah ad-Dln and 
sessions in Fara'id in al-Jami' al-Kabir in the month of 
Ramadan. [1] 

His Praise of His Father 

Ash-Shawkani, may Allah have mercy on him, states: 

My father, may Allah have mercy on him, was of a 
praiseworthy character in public and in private. He 
was modest, making do with little and avoiding 
exaggeration. He would avoid people and focus on 
himself. He was patient with hardships of the era in 
spite of how many affected him. He would guard the 
matters of his religion and strictly observe obedience 
(to Allah). He would prefer the poor with whatever he 
had more than his need. He did not take on airs in his 
speech or his dress. It did not matter to him in which 
dress he met the people or what his appearance may 
be. He had a sound chest unaffected by jealousy, 
hatred, or resentment. He would not mention anyone 
negatively no matter who they may be. He was kind to 
his family, exerting himself in taking care of their 
needs. He was patient with the hardships created for 
him by some very influential Qadis even though he 
was the one wronged in all the trials and hardships 
that touched him. 

In summary, he was on the way of the Pious 
Predecessors ( as-Salaf as-Sdlih ) in all his manners. 
Allah showered him with His Mercy, and whoever 
truly knew him would be certain that he was one of 
the Friends ( Awliya ) of Allah. With me, he reached a 
tremendous level of kindness, mercy, assisting me in 

[1] Al-Badr at-Tdli' (1/482-485). 
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seeking knowledge, and taking care of my needs such 
that I had no occupation except seeking knowledge. So 
may Allah reward him with good, and suffice him (for 
his actions) with al-Husna (Paradise). 

He was an ascetic with respect to the worldly life. He 
had no desire for gathering wealth, his only objective 
was to acquire enough to take care of his family and 
relatives. He remained as a Qadi for forty years never 
owning a house to live in, much less any other 
property. In fact, he sold off the inheritance he 
received from some modest wealth his father had 
left behind. When he died, he only left behind some 
few things of no value. 

As a child, I read to him in Shark al-Azhar and Shark 
an-Ndziri along with other students. In the last of his 
days, he read to me from Sahih al-Bukhari. 

He continued in his beautiful manners, avoiding 
hearsay, and treading the path of guidance until 
Allah took his soul in San' a', the night of Monday after 
the Adhan for 'Isha'. It was the night of the 4 th of Dhu 
al-Qi'dah in the year 1211 H. Two years before his 
death, he left off all affairs dealing with Qada' 
(Judgeship) and devoted himself fully to obedience 
to Allah and attending the Jumu'ah and congregational 
prayers. He did not concern himself with anything but 
the actions of the Hereafter, may Allah have mercy on 
him. He left behind two children, the older of them is 
Muhammad, the compiler of this book (Imam ash- 
Shawkani here is referring to himself), and the other is 
Yahya who now is busy with reading the sciences 
necessary for Ijtihad. He has excelled in a number of 
them and he is fully devoted to the Science of al- 
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Furu’S 1 ^ He possesses good understanding, a strong 
intellect, and firm religion. ^ 

His Upbringing 

Imam ash-Shawkani, may Allah have mercy on him, 
had a modest upbringing upon virtue, good, and 
righteousness. 

He mentioned concerning his father, "With me, he 
reached a tremendous level of kindness, mercy, 
assisting me in seeking knowledge, and taking care 
of my needs such that I had no occupation except 
seeking knowledge. So may Allah reward him with 
good, and suffice him (for his actions) with al-Husna 
(Paradise) 

Al-Qadi al-'Allamah 'Abdur-Rahman ibn Ahmad al- 
Bahkali mentioned in Nafh al-'Ud Fi Ayydm ash-Shatif 
Hamud, "Our Shaykh, ash-Shawkani, was brought up 
upon modesty and purity. He was continually 
nurtured and well treated. He read to his father and 
he devotedly followed the Imam of Furu' in his time, 
Qadi Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Harazi and he 
benefited from him in Fiqh. 

He learned Nahw and Sarf (Grammar and 
Morphology) from as-Sayyid al-'Allamah Isma'Il ibn 
Hasan, al-'Allamah 'Abdullah ibn Isma'Il an-Nahml, 
and al-'Allamah al-Qasim ibn Muhammad al- 
Khawlani. 

He learned rhetoric, logic, and the Two Fundamentals 

1 1 1 Al-Furu refers to the actual, subsidiary issues of Fiqh as 
opposed to the issues of Usui. 

[2] Al-Badr at-Tali' (1/482-485).' 

131 Al-Badr at-Tali' (1/484). 
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from al-'Allamah Hasan ibn Muhammad al-Maghribl, 
al-'Allamah 'All ibn Hadi 'Arhab, and in many 
sciences he studied closely with the Mujaddid of his 
era, as-Sayyid 'Abdul-Qadir ibn Ahmad al-Hasani al- 
Kawkabani. 

He learned the science of Hadith from al-Hafiz 'All ibn 
Ibrahim ibn 'Amir. And he studied other fields with 
many teachers covering all the textual and intellectual 
sciences until he covered all the sciences. Both his 
supporters and opponents agreed that he reached a 
level of verifying scholarship. He became someone 
who all would point to as a reference in the sciences of 
Ijtihad, and he was one who would clarify the 
subtleties of the Shari' ah 

He was brought up in San'a' and read the Qur'an to a 
number of teachers. He completed its reading to al- 
Faqih Hasan ibn 'Abdillah al-Habal. He studied the 
Qur'an with Tajwid from a number of teachers in 
San'a'. Then he memorized al-Azhar by Imam al- 
Mahdi, Mukhtasar al-Fara'id by al-'Asfiri, al-Mulhah by 
al-Hariri, al-Kdfiyah ash-Shafiyah by ibn al-Hajib, at- 
Tahdhtb by at-Tiftazani, at-Talkhis by al-Qazwini, al- 
Ghdyah by ibn al-Imam, some of Mukhtasar al-Muntahd 
by ibn al-Hajib, Manzumah al-Jazari, Manzumah al- 
Jazzaz Fi al-'Urud, Adah al-Bahth by al-'Adud, and 
Risdlah al-Wad' by him as well. He memorized some of 
these introductory texts before the beginning of his 
seeking of knowledge and some after. ^ 


[1] Abjad al-'Ulum (3/201). 

[2] Al-Badr at-Tali' (2/215). 
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The home of Imam ash-Shawkani was a home of 
knowledge and virtue, and amongst his children well 
known for knowledge are: 

'All ibn Muhammad ash-Shawkani (1217-1250 H)— his 
father named him for his grandfather. Al-'Allamah 
'All died at ar-Rawdah, a suburb of San'a'. 

Al-Qadi Ahmad ibn Muhammad ash-Shawkani (1229- 
1281 H). 

His Brothers 

Ash-Shawkani, may Allah have mercy on him, states 
concerning his father, "He left behind two children, 
the older of them is Muhammad, the compiler of this 
book (Imam ash-Shawkani here is referring to 
himself), and the other is Yahya who now is busy 
with reading the sciences necessary for Ijtihad. He has 
excelled in a number of them and he is fully devoted to 
the Science of al-Furii' He possesses good 
understanding, a strong intellect, and firm 
religion." 

His brother, Yahya ibn 'All ash-Shawkani, was bom 
the morning of Wednesday, the 28 th of Rajab, in the 
year 1190 H, in San'a'. He read a number of books 
concerning Nahw, Sarf, Mantiq, Fiqh, and some 
summarized manuals concerning Usui. He paid 
complete attention to this field with great eagerness. 
He was devoted to performing righteous deeds and 

Al-Furu refers to the actual, subsidiary issues of Fiqh as 
opposed to the issues of Usui. [ — Translator] 

[2) Al-Badr at-Tali' (1/484). 
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guarding his tongue from the slips that most people 
are not free from. He possessed excellent qualities, a 
sharp mind, keen insight, excellent manners, and 
modesty. Allah blessed him with knowledge and 
made him of the righteous scholars. After all this, he 
read to a number of senior scholars... He learned the 
sciences of Ijtihad and become one of the scholars of 
the era. He read to me my writings as well as other 
writings. Now he holds sessions for students to read in 
a number of sciences: subsidiary sciences, Tafsir, 
Hadith such as the Mother Books, and others. He 
heard from me the Mother Books and other Hadith 
Books. He heard from me the Tafsir of az- 
Zamakhshari, al-Mutawwal, its commentaries, ar-Radi 
Fi an-Nahw, and others... Of my writings, he heard 
from me as-Sayl al-Jarrdr, Nayl al-Awtar, Tuhfah adh- 
Dhakiri Bi 'Uddah al-Hisn al-Hasin, my Tafsir entitled 
Fath al-Qadir al-Jami' Bayna Fannay ar-Riwayah Wa ad- 
Dirayah Min Tim at-Tafsir, and others.^ 

He died in Ramadan of the year 1267. 

His Uncle 

His uncle was: al-Hasan ibn Muhammad ibn 
'Abdillah. He lived for ninety years, and ash- 
Shawkani narrates a number of unique stories from 
him. 

Ash-Shawkani, may Allah have mercy on him, said: 

My uncle, al-Hasan ibn Muhammad ibn 'Abdillah 
informed me of wondrous events. He narrates them 
from his grandfather 'Abdullah who was amongst 


[1] Al-Badr at-Tdli' (2/339). 
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those who fought against the Turks; he reached the 
age of one hundred and twenty years. My 
aforementioned uncle al-Hasan lived for more than 
ninety years, so I am able to narrate the war against 
the Turks with only a single intermediary between me 
and the one actually fought against them, even though 
more than one hundred and seventy years have 
passed since the Turks were driven from all the 
Yemeni lands. Very rarely is one able to narrate such 
events with such a high chain, for there are seven or 
eight generations between many of the people of our 
time and their ancestors who witnessed the war 
against the Turks 


m Al-Badr at-Tdli' (1/482). 



